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JAKE SMITH — GOVERNMENT SECRETARIAT 

78. Mr B.S. WYATT to the Premier: 

I have a supplementary question. Can the Premier guarantee that no member of his staff or members of the 

government secretariat were in any way involved in the events that led to the resignation of Mr Larsson? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT replied: 

There were certainly some discussions. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Can you guarantee it? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I do not wander around asking every member of my staff or of Premier and Cabinet —  

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You’ve said no-one’s involved, but can you guarantee it? 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: No, I did not say that; I did not say that at all. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You previously said that in the last question. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The guy quit. He had a three-month contract. He left. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: The member for Victoria Park has asked a question—nobody else. I do not want to hear from 

anybody else except the Premier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The prime reason he left was that he is a Queenslander. He has worked in politics in 

Queensland; he wanted to be part of the Queensland election campaign. He obviously expects, as I do, a Liberal–

National Party win in Queensland, and I imagine he would intend to work for one of the ministers if that is the 

case. That is the reason he left. Prior to that, the opposition was trying to target him, as were some of the media, 

because he said some totally inappropriate — 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: I’ve never said anything about Mr Smith in the past. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: I did not say you. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: You said the opposition. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: There are others over there—pretty dim, most of them, but there are others; it is not 

entirely you. He had been mentioned by opposition members, mentioned in the media, because of some 

comments that he made. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Ha! Comments? He published them in a newsletter.  

Mr C.J. BARNETT: He did it as a 16 or 17-year-old. He is now in his early 40s. 

Mr B.S. Wyatt: Premier, it wasn’t about the size of government, it was about the Nazi party. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Victoria Park, I will not accept your continual interjections on the supplementary 

question that you have asked. I do not know if you have any more to say, Premier. 

Mr C.J. BARNETT: The only substantive point is that, as I said, I do not even know Jake Smith; he came and 

he went. He only had a three-month contract. He resigned before the end of his three-month contract because he 

wanted to go back to his home state of Queensland and work on the Queensland election, which is exactly what 

he is doing.  

The SPEAKER: Member for Southern River; pardon me, member for Wanneroo! 

Several members interjected. 

 


